Pavilion
becomes
relaxing
shelter
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It's often refierred to as the first
rule of real estate: location, bom-
tion, location. Mever mind if the
property itselfis in terrible condi-
o — s wis Thee case whwn Chris
Drressed st foot on s neardy 5-acre
plot in the bucolic town of Wiood -
sicle

“Everyvthing was in disrepair.
he recalls, “The barm was falling
dhown, ihe invierior and esterior of
thie howse wis dreadful, thene
were horse fences and paddocks
strewn across e entine property
with large piles of manure and
hordes of weeds growing every-
where"

¥et Dinessel and his wile, Liz,
were able io cverlook all of those
things, which could be Fooed over
tirne. The lorme's primary saving
graceT “The view captivated both
of us,” he sanys af the vistas of the
western hills,

Upon punchasing the property
mione than cight years agn, the
couple enlisied the help of Russ
Dotter of the Dakland architec-
ture and design practios Dotber
and Solfjeld; he took on the task of
siting and designing a new howse,
He also devised a plan for the
fiture reskdonoc’s surroundmgs

= mcluding an overhaul of the
agrarian paroels original bam,
the ailcition of @ paood pevilion,
and the relocation of 2 horse barmn,
chicken coop and storage sheds.

While the main howse has yel
£o b replaced by what Dresse]
describes as a “beautifial modern
farmhouse,” the rest of Dotter's
master plan has been fulfilled,
righd e 1o The hooee hall oo,
inside and outside showers, fire
pit and hammock.

Dotter allowed the home's
sefting bo guide him. “We wanied
to take advantage of the incredible
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views and the beautiin] maiure
cak trees,” he says,

OF the Qo0 soqunre-Pood poal
pavilion, he says, “We wanted the
structure to feel open and airy, yet
creste s comforiable, relaxing
shelter for the Family.™ The archi-
tect took an understated ap-
proach, ensuring that the stum-
ning backdrop continues iobe a
focal point. Composed mainly of
hesy timbers, conerete and
stone, the poodside building is
“reminiscent of the WEPA moun-

W San Freacieco Choomdcle Macaaine, Febnaioy €, hitl

I:ul]nd,q:-nhull&mqtlwl’h-
prossion,” sys Dotter.

It features indoor and oaldoor
seating areas that share a grand
cloashle-gided Rreplace, as well ax
o covered kitchen and dining
table that make it ideal for enter-
taining year-round, A circular
chandelier outfitted with Edison
Lightbulbs lends a slightly indos-
trial touch to the inderior. Furmni:
ture with woven and iron Andshes
add texture, while cushions in
shades of bhee, cremm and khald
creabe a sense of casual comfort.
The same soothing color palette
carries imbo the open-air bunge,
which can be enclosed — and
protecied from the wimnd — by
sirnply siding the grommeted
drapesshut.

Vera Gates of the San Fran-

csoo firm Arterra was brought in
o devise a landscape scheme that
winikd eormplement Dolter's vi-

ing site to design — with all of the
Ekmﬂ'nmpiem'nf
graces, the sight lines and the
archiitecture,” says Gates, “Itisso
rewarding bosee it built and look

so sbunning.

The landscape designier imple-
mented terraced gardens that are
a mix of grasses, phormiums and
perennials such as penstenon
amvd] abvias,

The everall effect is a petaway
thad i just sandstone-paved steps
below the main howuse,

“Druring the spring and sum-
T, it is 3 read breat o swim,
barbeoue, hang out and just enjoy
the total outdoors,” says Chiris
Diressel. (The resicence is also
o to the Dressels” four daugh-
bers, b dogs, five cats, three
horses and 11 chbckens.) “"Amaz-
imgghy, we do use the space during
the winter months, too, On the
weekends, if it's not too cold in the
moerndngs, we will make sorme
ooffer and sit aroumd the fireplace
with newspapers and enjoy the
it time together,™
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